Club AGM - Sun 19" Nov

Boxing Day sailing with
Coffee and Mince Pies —

Tue 26 Dec

New Year Social and Icicle

» Race - Mon 15 Jan

NOVEMBER 2023




Your Committe

Commodore
Tim Hewett

Vice Commodore
Jeremy Evans

Rear Commodore
Jeanette Pocock

Honorary Secretary
Sue Baker

Hon Membership Secretary
Stuart Tripcony

Hon Treasurer
Williom Armitage

RYA Centre Principle
Dan Perry

November 2023

Members
Dave Ager

Liz Aikman

Tim Girvan
Pascale Hewett
Tony Ogborn

Tom Otley
Junior Representatives

Rosemary McGregor

Zac Myles

TELLTALES

|

NOVEMBER 2023
Commodore's Column
Tim provides a round up of all
the key features of our club
—r— Round the Island 2023
2 Liz Aikman shares an overview
. of racing around the Isle of

Wight with other PSC members

My first PSC Race

Shiela Bugg describes her
experience of her first race
with Priory Sailing Club

Wow, what a summer!

Emma Stopford talks us

4

through who all these people in
purple hoodies are...

Pav Tolkacz tells everyone what

One Last Sail

it was like to sail his 24ft
sailboat through the night

Priory Sailing Club




In the last year our club has seen a
significant increase in membership, with
almost fifty new memberships on our books,
representing over one hundred individuals.
It’s been great to welcome so many new
folks to our club; this cohort represents

around a quarter of our club’s members.

With so many new members I thought I
would take this opportunity to let them, as
well as our long standing members, know

some of the key information about PSC.
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Commodore’s Column

Tim Hewett, PSC Commodore Laser

- PSC is a not for profit organisation,
recognised by HMRC as a Community
Amateur Sports Club. It’s something of a
badge of honour and helps when we apply
for grants. It means that any annual financial
surplus is ploughed back into providing

facilities for our members.

- We lease the club compound from our
landlords, Bedford Borough Council. They
also provide us with a licence to use the lake
for our activities. The licence allows us to

sail every day in the summer but with

restrictions applied during the winter months.

- We are affiliated to the Royal Yachting
Association, the governing body of our sport, and
are approved by them as a Recognised Training
Centre. The RYA carry out an annual inspection to

ensure we are compliant with their high standards.

- We have over fifty club dinghies available for
our members to use, along with a fleet of
windsurfers and some SUPs. We don’t know of
any club in the country that has such a large

resource, let alone one that is free to use!

- We have around thirty RYA instructors as
members of our club — they have qualified to
teach either dinghy sailing, windsurfing or
powerboating, although several have more than
one qualification! With such a valuable asset we
are able to provide extensive training for our adult
and junior members, all provided by our volunteer

instructors.

- Along with providing training for our own
members some of our instructors also volunteer
their time to provide opportunities for local youth
groups to get on the water. Scout and Guide

groups often visit us midweek in the summer.

- This summer the club provided free sailing
sessions to a school in a socially deprived part of
town, along with six free junior memberships to
pupils from the school, to encourage their
participation in our sport. We also provided free
sessions to families of young people with Special

Educational Needs. Both of these projects were

supported by grants to cover the club’s costs.

- We run weekly racing sessions with trophies to
be won. Whist competitive, our club racing is an
inclusive activity with everyone welcome to join

in; our racers really are a supportive bunch!

- We have a Women on the Water group, along
with a group of sailors who arrange dinghy sailing
trips away from PSC and some that sail bigger
boats further afield.

- There are opportunities for members to volunteer

to help run and maintain the club’s facilities.

So that’s who we are! A sailing club community
that prides itself on providing a welcome to
anyone who walks in the gate, that provides
support for its members to improve their skills and
widen their sailing experiences and a club that
works hard to encourage our wider community to
get involved in our sport so that everyone can
benefit from the rewards that participation in

watersports brings.

As always, please don’t hesitate to pass on your
ideas for club events, or suggestions for club
developments, to any committee member in
person, or by email to

commodore@priorysc.org.uk

Hope to see you on the water soon.
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91 Round the Island 2023

Liz Aikman

On Saturday 1st July 2023 I was lucky enough to crew in the Round The Island Race on
board Steve Dysons yacht Kyria. Kyria is a beautiful Bavaria 350 yacht with white hull blue
trim and big white sails. The other crew Chloe Mike and Besa my cabin mate for the
weekend are friends of Steve from the London Sailing Club who have experience of sailing

in the Solent.

Around 6 pm on Friday we started the two hour sail from Marchwood Sailing Club to Cowes,
negotiating the busy shipping channel into and out of Southampton Docks as well as the Isle
of Wight ferries. We sailed past the RYA headquarters, past Hamble, Lymington and the
entrance to The Beaulieu River. At Cowes our PSC Honorary Treasurer William kindly
allowed us to raft moor next to his iconic racing boat Longbow?2. I looked up Raft Mooring
before we left so I knew it would involve spring lines. It was pretty special motoring gently
passed row, upon row, upon row of sailing boats, as the light was just beginning to fade, and

then being welcomed by smiling Priory Sailing Club members past and present, looking out
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for us and helping to get moored up and secure for
the night. Besa and I had a tour of Longbow?2, a

boat with history, character and charm.

Saturday morning, the day of the race, I awoke
slightly nervous and keen to be ready on time.
Luckily out of the 1100 boats competing
Longbow?2 and Kyria were given the same start
time 09.10 so we could un raft and set off
together. After a smooth start across a massive
start line taking in markings erected on the roof of
a building in Cowes we were away. It was very
busy but Steve helming the start opted for clean
wind and clean sailing staying out of the thick of
the mass of boats. Fairly early on we politely
dipped behind a boat on Starboard tack before

realising it was our friend Longbow?2. After that

we didn’t see them again during or after the race.
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It was great to see the RNLI RIB out among the
racers, but pretty soon calls were coming through
on the radio. Lots of them. Mayday. Over and

again incidents and accidents were being reported.

Once we rounded the needles the spinnakers came
out so there were blasts of incredible bright colour
and this was where the boat started to heave. Besa
helmed through this leg and looking behind her
there was literally a big tall wall of water .
Goosewinging was debated and ruled out. I got
seasick at this point, quickly identifying and
gaining passage to the downwind side and over
the back. This is where I learned the meaning of

“lumpy”.




The next part of the course took us past the sobering upturned hull of a massive
inverted and submerged catamaran. The call outs to the coastguard continued
throughout this section of the race. Due to the skill of the other sailors and Skipper
Steve we stayed safe. Besa and Chloe did some impressive helming and in addition to
excellent trimming Mike was also a whizz at making sandwiches snacks and drinks
down below as the boat continued to move at speed The course took on towards St
Catherines Point, an approximate half way mark, then past Sandown to Bembridge.
The upwind final leg of the course got crowded but we managed to avoid contact with
the nearby boats. The Royal Navy came to visit in a seriously tech looking grey
camouflage warship and again we had Red Funnel Ferries, cruise ships and cargo
ships to avoid on our way back to Cowes and the finish line.

The fastest boat in the race Tchuss2 completed the course in 4 hours 11 minutes and
18 seconds. Kyria crossed the finishing line after 7 hours 54 minutes and 58 seconds
placing us 291 in the overall fleet and 11th out of 36 in the Bavaria Owners Group. It
had been a very special day.
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PSC AGM

Tim Hewett

A reminder that Sunday 19t November is an important date in the Priory Sailing
Club calendar. We'll be running our AGM Charity Cup event, holding our AGM, and
celebrating many individual achievements with our Annual Prize Giving.

All this and a free lunch for members!

I do hope that you will be able to join us — here’s how!

10.30 am : Our AGM Charity Cup event

1.00pm : A club lunch.

2.00pm : PSC AGM.

Our AGM will be followed by our annual Prize Giving - a chance to recognise and
celebrate many individual achievements.




Wow, what a summer!

Emma Stopford

Have you noticed ladies around the club wearing purple hoodies? If so, they’re members of the
PSC ladies sailing group, Women On The Water!

Meeting regularly on a Friday afternoon, the WOW group has enjoyed another fantastic summer
of sailing. As one member’s husband put it, occasionally they were ‘women in the water’, but
with lots of coaching and encouragement from Pascale Hewett (who runs the

group), their confidence has really grown.

For the members who wanted to improve their racing skills, the group worked on race starts,
upwind sailing and lots of other useful skills. The practice has really paid off because on
occasions this summer, the female competitors outnumbered the male competitors in the Sunday
morning racing!

For other members, it was all about the time spent together on the water, making new friends
and generally having fun.

Several WOW ladies even took their skills further afield, sailing in the Isle of Wight, Croatia and
Greece.

There are now over 30 members of the group. If you would like to join next summer, then get in
touch with Pascale or speak to one of the ladies in a purple hoodie. Not all of the WOW ladies

sail, some just come along for the cake (oh yes, there’s always cake!), but everyone is welcome.
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Pictures from Sheila’s recent holiday at the Neilson Beach Club in Starigrad
Paklenica sailing area, Croatia.
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4 | My First PSC Race

Sheila Bugg

My first race was crewing with Emma in the double-hander series on Saturday 16th
September. We took out a club Omega which from previous experience I knew to be more
responsive than the Hartleys. So, there was always the added excitement of potentially
capsizing in the middle of the race. There was just one other boat in the race which we
thought was faster than the Omega - so the competition was on!

It was a gloriously sunny day and the wind conditions seemed reasonable but the weed
situation in the lake looked challenging. Emma managed to navigate through the blankets of
weed to the start of the race. This involved lots of cleaning of the centreboard and rudder - a
technique which I haven't seen in the RYA Manual but perhaps a critical technique for sailing

at Priory Marina!

We got off to a good start and looked behind
to see how our opponents were faring.
Unfortunately, they were having considerable
trouble navigating through the weed and had
to withdraw from the race. We carried on
with the course but were met with the sailor's
nemesis of NO WIND in certain parts of the
course. Emma had to initiate lots of more
advanced sailing skills such as the "roll tack"
and sailing backwards in order to sail round
the mark. We completed the course and came

in first place.

During the race we were treated to some
wildlife sightings including the resident
heron and, more unusually, a grass snake

swimming across the lake.
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For the second race, we pleaded with the
race master to avoid certain parts of the lake
which had the NO WIND conditions. The
course was set. We waded through the pond
weed again. Our opponents had to resort to
being towed through the weed to the start
line (another technique not found in the RYA
Manual). We completed the course and came

in first again.

All in all, a very enjoyable afternoon spent
on the water with a few more sailing

techniques added to my repertoire.




I know I have to
keep my eyes
peeled, somewhere

1n the distance 1sa
pirate radio ship...
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5 | Just one last sail...

Pav Tolkacz

With the sailing season slowly drawing to an end, I wanted to have a last sail before
taking the boat out for winter. Night passage to my favourite anchorage at Pyefleet Creek
and then sail back to the club sounded like a good plan. I still need quite a few miles in

my logbook for the yacht master exam.

Having carefully sketched pilotage from Blackwater Sailing club to Pyefleet Creek for
night passage and tide calculations, I set off from Bedford to Heybridge Basin where I
keep my 24ft sailboat. I arrived at the club and loaded my dinghy with warm clothes, hot
coffee, snacks, binoculars, torch and extra fuel for the outboard. Paddled across from the
slipway to my mooring buoy at the Blackwater Sailing Club getting on board of my boat
at around 1900. First things first, I have to check fuel and spare fuel just in case, start
my outboard, make sure it runs all fine, then battery for the instruments on board,
running lights, depth sounder, compass, anchor ready for immediate release in case of
emergency, boat hook to hand, head torch, warm clothes, flask - I think I am ready to

leave.

Just a few more minutes for the sun to to my port side towards Thirslet green
disappear on the horizon and for my eyes to buoy, flashing 3x every 10seconds. I see it
get used to darkness, I drop mooring lines right ahead of me, I am on the right course.
and carefully steer between other boats I know I need to keep my eyes peeled now
moored at the club. I finally see the first and torch ready as somewhere in the
red lateral bouy with its lights flashing distance, there is a famous pirate radio
ship anchored, Radio Caroline "MV Ross
Revenge®. 1 go pass leaving it to my
starboard side at 2042. The ship looks

eerie, like a ghost ship suddenly emerging

exactly as noted in my pilotage. I motor
towards the Osea Island that I can just
barely see in the distance, next red lateral
buoy blinks in the background merging
with other lights on shore. The night is from the darkness of the night and
cloudless, full moon, 2h after high water, majestically looking down on my small boat
ebb tide carries me out towards my chugging along into the night.

destination. I go past Osea Island leaving it

Priory Sailing Club



Far in the horizon I can now make out Bradwell Power station lights. I still have

another 7NM to my destination with eta 2300. Navigating from Bradwell Power

station to Molyette East Cardinal post, approx. 4.5NM, is done only by the compass as

there are no lateral buoys marking the channel and I don't want to use satellite
navigation. That would be too easy. I leave Mersea Flat to my port side, giving it a
wide berth. I do not want to run aground and the low water is just an hour away. I
finally make the buoys marking River Colne channel. Narrow channel at low water
requires careful observation of the depth sounder and a bit of local knowledge.
Rounding easternmost tip of Mersea island, I make my way between anchored boats
into the Pyefleet Creek to my planned anchorage for the night. The anchor hits the
bottom at 2310 with 15NM of singlehanded night pilotage. Warm risotto prepared
before leaving Bedford goes down easily and I am ready to hit the sack.

Next morning, I plan to sail back to Blackwater Sailing club totally unaware of the
surprises that await. Having brewed my morning coffee, I get the boat ready to weigh
anchor and set sail. It is 1100 and low water again, therefore I start the outboard and
carefully follow the narrow channel out of Pyefleet Creek to Colne River and out
leaving Mersea Island behind. A small group of toppers race in the mouth of Colne
River, they vigorously wave and I wave back as I make my way towards Colne Bar
green buoy. I round the buoy and turn east towards Bradwell Power Station when the

winds suddenly died on me. I pull on the starter rope, the motor starts but with
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Worst case scenario, there is always

o

VHF radio — I can call someone...

S g i
Do

difficulty, choking and spitting like an old
banger. It has just been serviced and has
barely done 20h since new! Quick pull on
the choke, it spits and chokes idling
roughly, I squeeze the primer bulb but it
makes no difference. I suspect air leak,
water in the carburetor or one of the jets

blocked. I may need to stop the boat, hove-

to or drop anchor to troubleshoot the
outboard. Wind picks up again so |
decided to sail all the way down to the
Club, if it starts and works fine, I will
manoeuvre between other boats to my
mooring, if not will have to drop anchor
and work on the motor to get it running.
Worst case scenario, there is always VHF
radio - I can call someone from the club to
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tow me in. I most definitely do not want to
sail between all the other boats to my
mooring. To risky. I sail past the power
station and hear a loud low pitch noise
somewhere in the background. I look left
and see a Lancaster bomber flying really
low going past me, then a Spitfire behind
it and another one... oh boy, what a view!
The Spitfire speeds up roaring viciously,
it then turns and goes up vertically for the
corkscrew. What a stunning view! I later
found out it was the 2023 Bradwell
Waterside Air Display. What a stroke of
luck to sail through the air display with
Lancaster passing so close and so low
above the water, I can see the pilots! Good
show!

9
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As I make my way up the Blackwater
river, the tide is now carrying me along
with gentle 10kn of breeze. All of a
sudden I noticed my wind and depth
sounder instruments are playing up,
resetting over and over again. Short
circuit? Most probably. I have no other
choice but shut the main isolator to
prevent fire. This means I now have
malfunctioning motor and no instruments
either. Quick assessment of the situation,
I don't need the windex. as its close to
high water now I should be fine without
the depth sounder unless I want to drop
anchor to work on the malfunctioning
motor... Local knowledge is the key, I
know a few spots where I can anchor,
should I need to, with 4m of water at this
time. All is under control, I decided to
proceed. On my straight approach to
Blackwater Sailing Club off Millbeach I
pull on the motor starter rope, it starts
but idling rough, again. Will it be ok to
manoeuvre between other boats? hmm. I
decided to furl in the genoa and drop the
main sail, ohh hang on, motor works
better now, not perfect but better. As the
boat stopped heeling when sails came
down, the outboard seems to work better,
this makes me think there is water in the
carburettor's float chamber. As I proceed
towards my mooring buoy I speed up and
slow down to see how the outboard

operates and whether to proceed or
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abandon my approach. I made it to the
mooring buoy safely! With mooring lines
secured, boat secured and locked I pack
away and get ready to get home. outboard
travels home with me for a quick service.
Short circuit issue will have to wait until
boat comes out on hard standing for
winter storage. I am planning to
reorganise all electrical installation before

next season.

Driving back to Bedford I think of this
small adventure. I learnt

something, made a successful 15NM
single handed night passage, enjoyed
Bradwell Air Display, acted accordingly to
the issues with the motor and the

instruments. Life is good!
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